Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionThe Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



RECOLLECTIONS OF 

BARON DE FRÉNILLY 



«I 



JfXECTîONS Oî 



9 

9 



* ' i . 



: H ni 



^ 



» f s 



■• "« 



. î 



-'' ^ N ( i 



r *\ ' 



( j 7^ïS j '•'i.^'^ ; 



.ic 






c 



1 



ANf " ' il . 



• '• !«.'•• 






■ . ■ i '' ? ■ • 






■ » :. t t 



»7rff -f f.".Ji' « 



NEW YORn 

(' ; , l'U IN ^^; 

1909 



F6Â4- 



I^rimted in EnfUmd 



16 BARON DE FRÉNILLY 

possessing that pure blood which he transmitted to me, was full 
of health and strength. My grandmother, who was also his 
friend, was, a few years later, led to the brink of the grave by 
this same doctor. She had an iron constitution, which he 
extenuated for six months with ptisan and fasting, until my 
mother who, as may well be imagined, had retained little con- 
fidence in him, at last forced her to see Malouet. After feeling 
her pulse, Malouet said : *' Madame, eat.^ She ate and a week 
later was quite welL 
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and the younger a graceful little maiden who, overflowing with 
wit and prettiness, was beginning seriously to turn my head, 
and who would perhaps have considerably advanced my educa- 
tion had not the post-horses veiy appropriately arrived to carry 
me away. 



RETURN HOME 45 

of Grenoble, all the windows of which were then made of 
paper ? Shall I silently pass over that admirable valley of 
Ghrésivaudan, the fine fort of Baraux, that eaglets nest cdled 
Briançon where the inhabitants play, sup and dance in their 
stables, Grap, Embrun, the Grardette mine, the ancient and 
majestic ruin of Lesdiguières, and the venerable house of St. 
Bruno which, so near the lightning which was to strike it, still 
reposed amidst silence at the foot of its enormous column of 
bare rocks and within the shadow of its dark forest of ancestral 
pines? 

Shortly afterwards we returned to Paris by way of Lyons, 
Maçon, axid Dijon. This was, I believe, about the middle of 
October 1787. The separation of the Abbé and I followed 
not much later. My law studies were completed. 



VISIT TO LAFAYETTE 99 

avoid an ovation. The great man arrived the next day, and a 
week later I saw him at Chavaniac^ The arms of the old 
Marquise de Chavaniac, on the door, had been replaced by a 
huge cap of liberty painted in red. I found Washington's 
Meny-andrew in a study strewn with seals and envelopes, and 
surrounded by ten secretaries, to whom he was dictating mes- 
sages to the whole of Europe. He consented to descend from 
this empyrean, greeted us, and even said a few words with 
majestic kindness. Alas ! his time was over. Two years had 
Jcrf t. «T bin. <»^ «xi t.» ^ Uto, W i/«*b«. 
for the Olmiitz prison, he would have followed Bailly to the 
scaffold, in the midst of the maledictions of those who had 
carried him in triumph. 

1 Lafayette arrived there on October 18, 1791. — ^A. C. 
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Mathieu Mole, who was yet but a Master of Requests in the 
new career into which Laborie'^s intrigues, and especially his 
ambition, had thrown him, was appointed Prefect of the Côte 
d^Or. At the end of December he settled down in Dijon with 
his wife and mother-in-law. It was a sorrow for Paris, and 
caused a great void in our poor fa/ubourg. 



GENERAL WATIER 288 

The other marriage, which took place in December, was 
that of my pretly niece — à la mode de Bretagne — ^Annette de 
Mackau and Greneral Comte Watier de Saint- Alphonse, imperial 
equerry, whom the Revolution and the Empire had endowed 
with an income of one hundred thousand francs. Yet he came 
of a good family, and was also a good and honest man, full of 
noble feelings, which he showed at the Restoration and at the 
usurpation of Louis Philippe.^ 

i In regard to Watier, see Thiébanlt's Mémoireê, pauim, and eipedaUy 
▼oL iy. p. 627, and voL ▼. p. 881. — ^A. 0. 
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arrivai, Gobert, after reigning for thirty-five years over my 
sheep, was paid and sent about his business. The district was 
stupefied by this coup d'Hai ; everybody became dumb when they 
saw me with my purse in one hand and dismissals in the other. 
Nobody wanted any money. I had to demand their accounts. 
Everytiiing was settled, and three days after my arrival, silence 
and my reputation for solvency reigned at Boumeville. 

But though order was reestablished outside, it was tax from 
reigning inside, and my poor chAteaUy which had been inhabited 
by the Cossacks, would have borne a terrible resemblance to 
Carthage had not the mirrors, woodwork and marUes fortunately 
escaped in the midst of the general pillage. 
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abort stages. It was not until the Slst that we readied Fans, 
where, on the following day, I had to submit to a consultation 
between Moreau and Dupuj^tren. A month'^s rest at Bourne- 
ville completed my recovery. My family returned to Paris at 
the end of December. 
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divorce between mjrself and that Breton constituency which hid 
so joyfully elected me, and to which I was united by so many 
sympathies. However, I was certain of election at Beauvaii, 
where the entire college had promised me its votes. I set off, 
therefore, for Paris, to come to an arrangement about Beauvais 
with Villèle and Corbière, and accepted the presidency of Oa- 
mont, seeing that that of the chief town had to be given to 
Kergorlay. 

Such was the state of affairs. I had received a hundred £ne- 
well letters fix>m my dear Bretons and a hundred invitations 
and promises from my dear friends at Beauvais, and was on the 
point of leaving Boumeville for my presidency in the Oise, whes 
the Moniteur^ containing the list of nominations for the presi- 
dencies, arrived. Judge of my astonishment at seeing my naxne 
opposite the arrondissement of Savenay ! Was it an error or t 
treacherous blow ? Was their object to insult me by saiding 
me to preside in Brittany at the election of Ck>i8lin ? Twen^ 
thoughts flashed through my mind, and I was about to send in 
my refusal to Corbière when, glancing at the end of the ordi- 
nance, I saw the creation of twenty-seven peers, including the 
Marquis de Coislin. All was well, therefore. He became a 
peer and I again became a Breton. 

I had then been working for a month on my book on sep- 
tennial duration, and it was published on the day on whidi the 
new Chamber met. 
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The funeral took place on October 25. The ceremony m tbe 
ancient royal abbey of Saint-Denis was as magnificent as the 
chapeUe ardente and much more decent than the removal of the 
body. The catafalque, illuminations, music, the pomp of the 
service, and the black and silver draperies reaching to the 
vaulted roof of the immense basilica composed a scene of 
admirable solemnity, whilst the revival of the old etiquette 
of the monarchy carried one back to the days of Hiilippe 
Augustus or Saint Louis. 

Mme. de Mézy died on November 4. Four days later another 
death occurred that affected us much more, that of the Comtesse 
de Pimodan. 

At this time all Paris was rushing to Sainte-Geneviève to see 
the cupola to which the painter Gros had just put the finishiiy 
touches. To reach the dome was an exceedingly long ascent, 
and on getting to the top a little door led you into a circultr, 
vaulted room, lit by the lantern of the dome. The floor was & 
scaffolding which suspended the spectators two hundred feet 
above the pavement of the church. The paintings on the 
circular walls represented, on a gigantic scale, an epitome of the 
history of France, with Clovis, Philippe Augustus, Saint Louis, 
Henri IV., and Louis XIV. as the dominant figures. In an 
Ossianic sky were the aerial figures of Louis XVL, Marie 
Antoinette, Mme. Elisabeth and the Dauphin, who, placed in a 
row, had rather too much the appearance of resting on a balcony 
of clouds to see their ancestors pass. Everything else was very 
good. This work brought Gros, who was but a rough painter 
of battle pieces, the title of Baron, an excess of pride, and a 
fever of ambition, which, after he had strutted about in all the 
ministers' salons^ shortly carried him off. 
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under Bonaparte, who did not like the specnes, a g^ieral, a 
Knight of Saint Louis, a holder of the Grand Cross of the 
Legion of Honour, a traitor at Nantes, a conspirator in 
Paris, and on all occasions a dissembler, the only thing he 
did not get was a peerage. He possessed a good deal of 
wit — who does not possess it ? — a little talent, and impudence. 
The republic of conspirators raised a temple to him at Père- 
Lachaise, published an edition of his works by public subscrip- 
tion, and gave him a magnificent popular funeral at whidi 
the livery of the Orléans family was conspicuous. 

We returned to Paris on November 18. My country seat, 
whose rental was 8000 francs, was for sale and had become 
very agreeable. 
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